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LETTER,  *c 


At  the  meeting  convened  for  the  purposes  of  the  British 
Reformation  Society,  in  the  Music  Hall,  on  Friday 
last,  I  enquired  of  the  Rev.  Chairman,  whether,  avoid- 
ing all  religious  discussion,  I  could  be  allowed  to  make  a 
few  comments  on  some  of  the  Facts  which  had  been  stated 
to  the  meeting,  and  was  informed  that  I  could  not  have 
that  permission.  I  will  therefore  do  all  that  under  the 
circumstances  it  is  in  my  power  to  do,  and  now  write  what 
I  had  intended  then  to  say. 

I  should  have  stated,  and  now  state,  that  1  will  not  enter 
into  the  religious  discnssion,  because,  as  the  Rev.  Chair- 
man observed,  the  speakers  were  themselves  out  of  order 
when  they  wandered  into  such  a  discussion,  and  it  is  there- 
fore needless,  and  would,  under  any  circumstances,  be  un- 
suitable, for  me  to  enter  upon  it.  I  must,  however,  be 
permitted  to  remark  that,  though  religious  discussion  was 
expressly  excluded  on  Friday  last,  the  deputies  of  the 
Society  contrived  to  introduce  the  greater  part  of  that  re- 
ligious discussion  which  is  to  be  found  in  their  speeches 
at  Louth,  and  would  have  insisted  upon  irregularly  going 
through  the  whole  of  it,  if  the  Rev.  Chairman's  firmness 
had  not  been  equal  to  the  Rev.  Deputy's  assurance.  I, 
however,  only  concern  myself  with  the  Facts  and  informa- 
tion communicated  to  the  meeting. 

The  Rev.  Chairman,  on  putting  the  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment, explained  his  view  of  the  purpose  and  result  of  the 
meeting,  when  he  observed  that  they  had  there  heard  many 
Facts  stated  as  to  the  relative  situations  of  the  Protestant 
and  Catholic  religions  with  respect  to  each  other  in  this 
kingdom,  and  they  would  thence  be  led  to  make  a  more 
close  and  thorough  investigation  into  the  doctrines  of  each. 
This  being  the  expected  result  of  the  meeting,  I  should 
have  expressed  my  obligation  to  the  gentlemen  for  hold- 
ing it,  as  I  always  hail  the  approach  of  investigation  with 
a  feeling  of  confident  pleasure,  in  the  firm  belief  that  truth 
will,  in  all  such  cases,  eventually  prevail,  and  the  only 
advice  which  I  would  presume  to  give  persons  as  to  the 
pursuit  of  such  an  investigation,  would  be  to  apply  to 
Protestant  books  for  statements  of  Protestant  doctrine, 
and  to  Catholic  books  for  statements  of  Catholic  doctrine. 


The  first  piece  of  information  communicated  was,  that 
the  meeting  was  not  political,  nor  called  for  any  political 
purpose.  Yet,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Minchin  spoke  of  some- 
thing which  had  been  told  him  by  "  a  Whig,"  he  alluded 
to  that  circumstance  as  if  it  were  an  admission  from  an 
opponent.  And  J  would  beg  to  point  attention  to  the  two 
following  extracts  from  the  Dublin  University  Magazine 
for  June,  and  from  the  remarks  of  the  Rev.  Vicar  of 
Sheffield.  The  former,  with  an  avowed  political  object, 
advises  a  certain  line  of  conduct,  the  latter,  states  that 
this  very  line  of  conduct  is  now  adopted  in  Sheffield  with- 
out any  political  object. 

The  Dublin  University  Magazine,  in  an  article  on 
"  Conservative  Prospects,"  writes  thus, — "  A  timely  disso- 
lution will  save  every  thing.  We  must  therefore  be  up 
and  doing,  if  we  would  be  saved.  Our  friends  in  Eng- 
land must  be  informed  and  instructed,  respecting  our  pre- 
cise position,  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  do  us  any  service. 
All  will  now  be  lost  if  they  succumb  to  the  monstrous 
villainy  of  those  by  whom  our  Church  is  assailed."  And 
the  Vicar,  in  opening  the  meeting,  explained,  (according 
to  the  Mercury's  report,)  "  That  for  the  last  few  years,  the 
Society  had  sent  a  deputation  to  Sheffield,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  sentiments  of  those  who  feel  an  interest  in 
the  subject  of  religion  ;  but  heretofore  they  had  not  con- 
sidered it  expedient  to  have  a  meeting.  Subsequent 
events,  however,  had  made  a  change  in  the  opinions  of 
many  persons  ;  and  when  a  deputation  from  the  British 
Reformation  Society  recently  came  into  Sheffield,  they 
thought  it  advisable  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants, 
in  order  that  they  might  be  put  in  possession  of  the  real 
state  of  Romanism  and  Protestantism  in  this  country.1* — 
When  we  look  at  the  above  and  other  similar  exhortations 
in  other  similar  publications,  and  observe  the  marvellous 
accordance  between  the  precept  and  the  practice,  we  can- 
not help  suspecting,  that  these  now-for-the-jirst-time-public 
meetings  of  the  British  Reformation  Society  are  de- 
signed, by  the  prime  movers  of  the  scheme,  to  pave  the 
way  for  an  early  dissolution  of  Parliament, — to  frighten 
the  people  into  an  opposition  to  the  intended  measures  of 
Church  Reform,  by  wonderful  stories  of  the  aggrandise- 
ment of  Popery.  I  would  not  for  a  moment  be  under- 
stood to  imply  that  the  Clergy  of  Sheffield  contemplated 
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an  object  which  they  disavow  ;  I  refer  only  to  the  design* 
of  those  chief  managers  of  the  Society  in  London,  who  sot 
the  machinery  in  motion. 

The  next  piece  of  information,  and  indeed  the  only  im- 
portant information  communicated  to  the  meeting  was, 
that  Catholicism  was  increasing  in  England,  Scotland, 
America,  and  some  other  parts  of  the  world,  but  was  de- 
creasing in  Ireland.  Now,  it  will  be  evident  that  the  two 
parts  of  this  assertion  involve  so  violent  an  Inconsistency, 
that  they  cannot  both  be  correct.  The  Catholic  religion, 
if  the  Deputies  of  the  Reformation  Society  argue  rightly, 
is  not  only  an  erroneous,  but  an  idolatrous,  slavish,  and 
(aye  the  epithet  was  used,)  heathenish  religion  :  and  yet 
they  assert  on  the  one  hand,  that  such  a  religion  is  in- 
creasing in  England,  where  the  people  ought  to  be  well 
educated,  as  there  exist  ample  means  applicable  to  that 
purpose,  and  where  the  Established  Church  is  not  odious 
to  the  mass  of  them. — is  increasing  still  more  sur- 
prisingly in  Scotland,  where  the  people  are  well  educated, 
and  where  the  Established  Kirk  is  beloved  by  the  mass 
of  them, — is  increasing  also  in  America,  where  the  people 
are  as  well  educated  as  either  in  Scotland  or  England,  and 
where  there  is  no  Established  Church  at  all  ;  and  they 
assert  on  the  other  hand,  that  such  a  religion  is  decreasing 
in  Ireland,  where  the  mass  of  the  people  are  considered  to 
be  very  ignorant,  and  where  the  Protestant  Established 
Church  is  very  odious  indeed.  Yes.'  the  peasantry  of 
Ireland  are  tired  of  having  "  one  third  of  their  yearly  earn- 
ings wrung  from  them. by  the  priests,"  as  Mr.  Wilson  says. 
or  in  other  words,  they  are  getting  tired  of  voluntary  pay- 
ments and  falling  in  love  with  .forced  exactions.  '1  hey 
are  beginning  to  scowl  at  the  priest,  to  smile  at  the  parson, 
and  to  open  out  the  ready  purse  to  the  welcome  tithe  pror- 
tor!  If  things  proceed  much  longer  in  this  manner. 
England  and  Scotland  will  at  length  become  entirely 
Catholic,  and  Ireland  be  the  Hole  seat  and  citadel  of . Pro- 
testantism!  !  I  think  1  can  guess  at  some  clue  to  tin's 
extreme  inconsistency  o£  statement.  Some  months  agbf 
the  Dublin  University  Magazine,  fearful  that  Ministers 
were  designing  to  establish  Home  state  provision  for  the 
Catholic  Clergy  of  Ireland,  put  forth  a  very  elaborate 
article,  the  objeet  of  which  was  to  prove  that  Catholicism 


was  at  its  last  gasp  in  Ireland,  and  that,  if  not  supported  by 
some  such  premium  from  Government,  it  woulo!  soon  die 
a  natural  death. 

Such  a  supposed  state  of  things  formed  the  basis  of  the 
line  of  argument  which  the  writer  then  adopted.  This 
Article  was  reprinted  as  a  cheap  Pamphlet,  and  every 
possible  publicity  given  to  it.  However  convenient, 
therefore,  it  might  jiqiv  be  to  work  upon  the  popular 
timidity  by  an  outcry  of  the  spread  of  Popery  in  Ire- 
land, as  well  as  in  England  and  Scotland,  the  contrary 
assertion  with  respect  to  Ireland  was  already  before  the 
world.  No  matter  therefore,  how  startling  the  paradox, 
or  how  much  one  part  of  the  statement  may  allay  the 
alarm  which  the  other  part  of  it  is  calculated  to  excite, 
it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  a  palpable  contradiction, 
to  announce  that  the  Irish  Protestant  Church  "is  univer- 
sally making  way,''*  even  whilst  horribile  dictu  !  the  par- 
son is  flockless,  the  clerk  feeless,  and  the  proctor  penny- 
less. 

To  descend  to  the  details  of  this  information  respecting 
the  relative  positions  of  Catholicity  and  Protestantism,  the 
statement  that  150  years  ago  there  were  not  20  Catholic 
families  in  Scotland,  is,  I  conceive,  inaccurate,  as  I  under- 
stand there  were,  from  the  period  of  the  Reformation,  and 
thence  downwards,  certain  parts  of  Scotland  remote  from 
the  influence  of  change,  where  the  innovations  in  religion 
never  penetrated  at  all.  The  statements  of  the  deputies 
as  to  the  increase  of  Catholicism  in  England  and  Scotland 
are,  I  doubt  not,  generally  correct  enough,  as  also  their 
explanation,  that  this  increase  does  not  arise  from  the  in- 
flux of  Irish,  but  from  conversions  to  the  Catholic  faith, 
though,  if  their  delineation  of  this  faith  be  not  a  caricature, 
we  cannot  but  conclude  that  all  these  English  and  Scotch 
converts  are  great  simpletons. 

In  illustration  of  the  extraordinary  zeal  for  proselytism 
manifested  by  Catholics  in  this  country,  Mr.  Farrell 
quoted  from  the  Catholic  Magazine,  an  aec.ou.ni  of  a 
Catholic  Priest  having  become  field  preacher,  and  ad- 
dressed an  assemblage  of  people  in  the  open  air.  Ho 
should  have  added  (what  also   appears   in   the    Magazine) 

*    The  ",<^i\rt  of  tlie  Dublin  University  Mngazinr. 


that  the  Rev.  Thos.  Comber,  the  Protestant  Rectof  of  the 
parish,  (Oswaldkirk,  near  York,)  was  also  present  on  the 
occasion  referred  to,  and  followed  the  Catholic  Priest  in 
addressing  the  same  assemblage  in  the  open  air.  A  con- 
troversy, it  appears,  ensued  between  Mr.  Comber  and  Mr. 
Towers  (the  Catholic  Priest  in  question),  and  Mr.  Farrell 
might,  if  he  had  been  so  minded,  have  quoted  from  the 
same  Article  in  the  Magazine,  a  complaint  of  Mr.  Comber, 
that  Mr.  Towers  had  opened  a  Charity  school,  in  which, 
out  of  64  poor  children  from  the  village  of  Ampleforth,  44 
were  of  Protestant  parents,  and  "  this  in  the  first  year  of 
its  establishment,  although  at  the  very  time,  a  Protestant 
National  School  was  in  active  operation,  and  ready  to 
receive  them."  It  is  singular,  also,  that  Mr.  Farrell  did 
not  quote  the  concluding  words  of  this  Protestant  Rector  ; 
— they  are  in  the  very  article  he  had  been  reading  from, 
and  as  follows  : — "  I  do  not,  therefore,  hesitate  a  moment 
to  declare  my  decided,  well-considered,  and  grave  opinion, 
that  if  thus  successfully,  and  thus  with  impunity,  Catholic 
seminaries  of  education  may  be  established  in  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  and  thus  may  educate  Protestant  children 
in  the  principles  of  the  Romish  faith,  it  is  absolutely  im- 
possible, in  the  nature  of  things,  that  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion can  very  long  continue  the  religion  of  the  land." 

The  deputies  assured  the  meeting  that  Catholics  are 
building  chapels  in  every  direction,  and  even  in  places 
where  no  Catholics  are  at  present  to  be  found.  I  was 
glad  to  hear  of  their  having,  not  only  so  much  zeal,  but  so 
much  money.  The  former  I  never  doubted,  but  I  had 
not  equal  assurance  of  the  latter.  And  as  Catholics  at  a 
great  distance  from  this  place,  seem  to  possess  so  much 
superfluous  wealth  applicable  to  pious  purposes,  I  shall 
be  exceedingly  obliged  to  the  Rev.  Deputy  if,  when  he 
next  goes  into  that  land  of  milk  and  honey,  he  will  have 
the  goodness  to  inform  the  brethern  there,  that  in  several 
large  towns  in  the  north,  where  there  are  many  Catholics, 
and  especially  in  this  town  of  Sheffield,  the  Catholic 
chapel  is  unfortunately  in  considerable  debt,  and  that 
therefore  they  will  be  doing  more  good  to  the  cause  by 
Fending  us  all  the  money  they  can  spare,  than  by  spending 
it  in  building  chapels  where  there  are  no  Catholics. 

The  truth  simply  is,  and  the  Deputies  must  know  this, 
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•or  they  know  nothing  of  Catholicism  in  this  country,  that 
the  scantiness  of  our  means  forms  a  very  efficient  curb  to 
the  extravagance  of  our  zeal.  Even  if  we  were  building 
chapels  in  this  unproviderit  manner,  we  do  it  with- our  own 
money,  we  do  not  force  Protestants  to  pay  money  to  build 
and  maintain  Catholic  chapels  ;  and  if  the  Establish- 
ment would  imitate  this  pecuniary  abstinence,  she  might 
improve  her  health,  and  would  not  shorten  her  life.  The 
retort  is  so  obvious  that  the  Rev.  Gentleman  would  have 
shewn  more  tact  in  avoiding  the  topic. 

Mr.  Farrell  quoted  from  the  Catholic  Magazine,  wherein 
the  persons  assembled  at  some  meeting  of  the  Hibernian  So- 
ciety were  styled"  dupes  andjimpostors,"  and  he  assured  the 
meeting  they  were  called  by  these  names  because  they  were 
■employed  in  promoting  the  circulation  of  the  Bible.  Now 
these  are  very  hard  words,  but  I  do  not  see  how  they 
apply  to  the  matter  in  which  the  parties  were  engaged 
(even  supposing  it  to  be  deemed  a  very  grievous  offence,) 
any  more  than  if  I  were  to  call  a  man  a  robber  because  he 
had  told  a  lie.  The  words  seem  to  me  to  point  out  their 
own  meaning.  I  should  conceive  that  the  parties  were 
called  u  dupes  and  impostors,"  not 'because  they  met  to- 
gether to  promote  the  circulation  of  the  Bible,  but  because 
the  writer  questioned  whether  all  the  money  subscribed 
was  really  expended  in  the  distribution  of  Bibles,  or 
whether  a  part  of  it  was  not  expended,  as  two-thirds  of  the 
income  of  the  British  Reformation  Society  appear  to  be,  in 
salaries,  travelling  expences  of  Deputies,  gratuities  to 
Clerks,  and  other  items. 

If  he  had  been  at  Manchester,  Mr.  Farrell  would  not 
have  avoided  all  allusion  to  this  meeting  of  the  Hibernian 
Society,  as  I  find  that  the  meeting  in  question,  was  the  very 
one  in  Mancester,  at  which  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Braidley* 
the  late  Tory  candidate  for  that  town,  ordered  the  police 
to  turn  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kaye,  a  Catholic  Priest,  out  of  the 
room  because  he  could  not  submit  to  hear  his  religion 
falsely  aspersed,  without  rising  to  make  some  reply. 

This  Catholic  Magazine,  moreover,  is  not  edited  by  a 
great  number  of  Catholic  Clergymen,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Farrell,  the  two  colleagues,  and  I  believe  the  only  two 
colleagues  of  the  principal  editor,  having  lately  resigned; 
and  I  am  not  aware  that  any  others  have  undertaken  th« 
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office.  Nor  i*  it  the  Organ  of  the  Catholic  body,  ae 
scarcely  a  number  appears,  without  a  complaint  of  its  not 
being  sufficiently  supported  either  by  the  Catholic  Laity 
or  Clergy,  and  of  the  Catholic  aristocracy  being,  or  being 
supposed  to  be,  hostile  to  it. 

The  reference  to  the  Hibernian  Society,  gave  Mr.  Far- 
rell  the  opportunity  of  noticing  to  those  who  subscribed 
to  support  missions  to  foreign  countries,  that  their  money 
would  be  just  as  well  employed  in  supporting  home  mis- 
sions, such  as  that  Society, whereof  Mr.  Farr  ell  himself,  and 
Mr.  Wilson  are  Deputies.  And,  truly,  if  Catholicity  be 
making  such  inroads  in  the  very  camp  of  Protestantism, 
it  were  only  common  prudence  for  the  Protestant  Gene- 
ralissimo to  call  in  his  videttes  and  foraging  parties,  and 
concentrate  his  whole  force,  to  defend  and  preserve — at 
least  the  baggage.  Though  1  cannot  discover  that  these 
home  missions  are  of  any  use  to  the  Established  Church,  1 
amyethappy  to  be  able  to  agree  with  Mr.  Farrell  in  opinion, 
that  they  are  quite  as  useful  as  the  Foreign  Protestant  Mis- 
sions. Respecting  these,  see  the  first  volume  of  Slade's 
Travels  m  Turkey,  &c.  _ 

But  if  1  recollect  rightly,  one  or  two  instances  were 
stated  to  shew  the  great  good  which  the  British  Reforma- 
tion Society  has  actually  accomplished.  The  first  was 
borrowed  from  Ireland,  to  which,  but  a  few  years  ago,  the 
main  efforts  of  this  Society  were  directed,  but  which  unfor- 
tunate and  obstinate  country  they  have  now  left  to  its  fate, 
being  quite  unable  to  produce  any  favourable  impression 
there.  They,  every  where,  found  that  the  Clergy  were 
much  more  ready  for  discussion,  than  the  people  (or  con- 
version. It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  most  persons, 
that  at  the  period  referred  to,  (about  half  a  dozen  years 
back)  we  were  constantly  receiving  accounts  of  controver- 
sial discussions  which  had  occurred  between  travelling 
Agents  and  resident  Priests  ;  now,  the  voice  of  the  Re- 
formation Society  would  seem  to  have  died  away  from  the 
sister  island,  and  yet  the  Irish  are  not -all  Protestants  yet, 
— though,  of  course,  they  are  rapidly  becoming  so.  1}yt  in 
order  to  demonstrate  the  great  achievements  of  the  Re- 
formation Society  in  Ireland,  it  was  stated  that  a  man  had 
appeared  at  Liverpool,  who  represented  himself  to  havo 
been  an  Iri»h  Catholic  Priest,  and  to  have  been  converted 


by  a  discussion  with  a  deputy  of  the  Reformation  Society, 
and  that  Mr.  Horsfall,  of  Liverpool,  had  got  the  man  a 
situation  there.  I  have  no  intention  to  Question  this  ac- 
count, and  have  only  to  remark  upon  it,  that  it  embraces 
two  circumstances, — one  a  very  singular  one,  and  the 
other  a  very  ordinary  one — it  was  very  singular  to  see  a 
Catholic  Priest  converted  to  Protestantism,  it  was  a  very 
qrdinary  occurrence  for  any  man  who  had  been  converted 
to  get  a  good  situation.  But  it  was  to  Bath  that  Mr.  Far- 
rell  referred  with  a  strong  apparent  feeling  of  exultation, 
as  the  theatre  of  the  great  deeds  of  the  Reformation  So- 
ciety. A  discussion  had  there  been  held  for  five  days,  be- 
tween the  Deputies  of  the  Society  and  Mr.  Brown,  the 
Theological  Professor  of  Downside  Catholic  College,  and 
Mr.  Farrell  told  us,  that  at  the  conclusion  of  it,  the  Dissent- 
ing Ministers,  who  had  not  previously  been  on  good  terms 
with  the  Established  Clergy — actually  shook  hands  with 
them!!  Prodigious!  as  Dominie  Sampson  would  have 
exclaimed. .  Diiferent  forms  of  salutation,  have  certainly, 
at  different  periods,  produced  prodigious  effects.  Jove's 
no d  made  Olympus  shake;  and  Bowles  sings  solemnly, 
and  Byron  ironically,  of  a  kiss  performed,  by  Robert  a 
Machin  and  Anna  d'  Arfet,  the  sound  of  which  made  the 
woods  or  the  people  of  Madeira  tremble.  What  effects 
followed  from  this  "  shaking  of  hands,"  at  Bath,  we  are  not 
told,  the  awful  fact  only  is  announced,  and  we  are  left  to 
conjecture  the  inevitable  consequences.  We  know  not 
how  many  conversions,  or  whether  a  single  conversion 
followed.  But,  as  to  the  Clergy  and  the  Ministers,  when 
we  consider,  on  the  one  side,  how  decided  a  mark  this 
shake  of  the  hands  was  of  a  perfect  agreement  in  opinion, 
and  on  the  other,  how  much  money  had  been  spent  in  the 
travelling  expenses  of  deputies  in  order  to  accomplish  it, 
we  must  admit  that  they  were  very  dear  friends. 

The  deputies  did  not  boast  at  the  meeting  of  having  ac- 
complished any  thing  at  Louth,  nor  .did  they  congratulate 
the  audience  upon  their  manifest  success  at  Sheffield,  but 
if  they  think  that  these  campaigns  really  do  any  good  to 
the  Established  Church,  and  that  they  are  worth  the 
money  that  must  of -necessity  be  spent  upon  them,  then  I 
sincerely  trust  that  they  will  go  on  travelling,  meeting, 
declaiming,  and  abusing,    until  they   have    succeeded    in. 
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driving  all  sensible  Protestant*  out  of  the  pale  of  the 
church. 

Mr.  Wilson  stated,  as  a  fact,  that  Catholics  were  op- 
posed to  education  and  knowledge,  and  asked,  in  what 
country  have  Catholics  established  a  national  system  of 
education  ?  I  entirely  acquit  the  gentleman  of  having 
heremade  any  wilful  misstatement,  it  is  so  bungling  an  error, 
that  it  could  not  have  been  a  wilful  one.  But  if  Mr.  Wilson 
be  acquitted  of  the  charge  of  making  a  wilful  misstatement, 
he  must  submit  to  that  of  most  inexcusable  ignorance.  It  is 
evident  that  he  knew  nothing  at  all  about  the  matter,  but 
went  stumbling  blindly  over  all  the  old  charges  against 
Catholics,  and  he  could  not  have  fallen  upon  a  more  un- 
fortunate one.  The  simple  fact  is,  that  the  only  countries 
in  the  world  where  national  systems  of  education  for  all 
the  people  do  exist,  are  Prussia,  which  is  partly  Catholic, 
and  Austria,  which  is  wholly  Catholic.  The  labouring 
classes  in  those  countries  are,  beyond  comparison,  better 
educated  than  in  England,  and  they  are  also  in  every 
respect  more  comfortable,  happy,  and  contented,  than  with 
us.  On  this  subject  of  education,  I  may  venture  to  copy 
a  letter  I  addressed  in  March,  1834,  to  the  Catholic  Maga- 
zine : — 

"  It  has  often  been  asserted  by  Protestants  that  Catho- 
lics are  the  enemies  of  Education.  I  wonder  they  have 
never  yet  discovered  that  Irishmen  have  a  natural  aversion 
to  potatoes. 

"  I  happened  a  little  time  back  to  meet  with  an  instance 
which  enables  us  to  measure  the  quantum  of  education 
between  Catholics  and  Protestants  ceteris  paribus.  In 
the  United  States  of  America  all  religions  started  fair — 
Government  did  not  favour  one  more  than  another — at 
any  rate  Catholics  never  enjoyed  any  peculiar  favour. — 
The  extent  of  education  among  both  classes  in  that 
country  will  therefore  supply  a  tolerably  accurate  gauge. 

"  Mr.  W.  Gore  Ouseley,  late  Secretary  of  the  British 
Legation  in  the  United  States,  says,  that  there  are  there 
12,196,953  members  of  different  religions  in  that  country, 
of  whom  ,500,000  are  Catholics  ;  and  that  there  are  59 
colleges,  with  5,065  students,  of  which  five  are  Catholic 
colleges  with  692  students. 

*  Now  applying  the  Rule  of  Thr*>o  to  these  MiUMftllW, 
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it  will  appear  that  if  the  12,196,953  religionists  have  59 
colleges  amongst  them,  of  these  only  two  and  a  half  would 
in  proper  proportion  fall  to  the  share  of  the  500,000  Catho- 
lics, whereas  they  have  five  colleges — that  is,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  relative  numbers,  they  have  twice  as  many 
colleges  as  the  Protestants  ! 

"Again,  to  apply  the  Rule  of  Three,  the  12,196,953 
religionists  have  5,065  students  educated  at  college  ;  ac- 
cording to  this  proportion,  the  500,000  Catholics  should 
have  only  207  so  educated,  but  they  actually  have  more 
than  three  times  as  many  so  educated,  there  being  692 
students  in  the  Catholic  colleges.  So  that  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  Catholics  have  more  than  three 
times  the  number  of  their  youth  receiving  a  college  educa- 
tion than  the  Protestants  have,  or  to  put  the  fact  in 
a  different  form,  the  Protestants  there  have  one  in  every 
2,410  educated  at  College,  whilst  the  Catholics  have  one 
in  every  720  educated  at  college? 

The  tables  from  which  these  calculations  are  drawn, 
appear  in  Mr.  Gore  Ouseley's  work  on  the  statistics  of 
America,  which  is  in  the  Sheffield  Library  ;  and  they,  I 
repeat,  establish  this  conclusion,  that  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  where  all  parties  started  fair,  the  proportion 
of  well  educated  Catholics,  compared  with  the  proportion 
of  well  educated  Protestants,  is  as  three  to  one. 

Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  the  Catholics  are  almost  the 
only  parties  at  present  working  the  Irish  Education 
system,  that  system,  mind,  which  Sir  R.  Peel  and  his  col- 
leagues so  lately  eulogized,  and  the  grant  in  support  of 
which  they  proposed  to  increase.  If  Mr.  Wilson  be  not 
libelling  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  by  this  statement,  all 
1  can  say  is,  that  the  fact  is  very  much  to  their  dis- 
credit, and  very  much  to  the  credit  of  the  Catholics  there. 
It  only  shews  that  Catholics  are  ready  to  avail  themselves 
of  any  fair  system  of  education,  and  that  Protestants  will 
not  concur  in  any  system  of  education  which  is  not  based 
npon  the  principle  of  giving  them  an  unfair  ascendancy. 

The  following  are  the  rules  issued  by  the  Commis- 
sioners for  conducting  this  Irish  System  of  Education,  and 
I  beg  to  enquire  whether  a  more  fair  plan  of  educating 
children  of  different  religious  persuasions — a  plan  more 
carefully  guarding  against   the  interference  of  the  mem- 
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bcrs  or  ministers  of  one  religion  with  the  children  pro- 
fessing another,  could  possibly  be  devised  ?  After  re- 
quiring certain  local  funds  to  be  raised,  they  proceed — 

The  Commissioners  will  require,  that  the  schools  be  kept 
open  for  a  certain  number  of  hours,  on  four  or  on  five  days  of  th« 
week,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners,  for  moral  and  lite- 
rary education  only  ;  and  that  the  remaining  one  or  two  days  in 
the  week  be  set  apart,  for  giving,  separately,  such  religious  educa- 
tion to  the  children,  as  may  be  approved  of  by  the  clergy  of  ih* 
their  respective  persuasions.  They  will  also  permit  and  encourage 
the  clergy  to  give  religious  instruction,  either  before  or  afier  the 
ordinary  school  hours,  on  the  other  days  of  the  week. 

They  will  require  to  have  the  entire  control  over  all  hooks  to  be 
used  in  the  schoo's,  whether  in  the  combined  moral  and  literary, 
or  separate  religious  instruction  ;  none  to  be  employed  on  the 
former,  except  under  the  sanction  of  the  Board,  nor  in  the  latter, 
but  with  the  approbation  of  those  members  of  the  Board  who  are  of 
the  same  religious  perswtsiou  with  the  children  jor  whose  use  they  are 
intended. 

Although  it  is  not  designed  to  exclude  from  the  list  of  books 
for  the  combined  instruction  such  portions  of  sacred  History,  or  of 
religious  and  moral  teaching,  as  may  be  approved  of  by  the  en- 
tire Board;  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the  use  of  such  books  is  by 
no  means,  intended  to  constitute  a  perfeit  and  sufficient  religious 
education,  or  to  supers;  d.'  the  necessity  of  separate  religious  in- 
struction on  the  days  set  apart  for  that  purpose. 

They  will  require  tlm.  N  all  schools  a  register  be  kept,  in  which 
shall  be  entered  the  attendance  or  non-atteudance  of  each  child 
on  Divine  Worship  on  Sundays. 

As  one  of  the  main  o' jccts  of  his  Majesty's  government  is  to 
unite  in  one  system  chii'ir.-n  of  different  creeds,  and  as  much  must 
depend  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  resident  clergy,  the  Board  will 
look  with  peculiar  favour  upon  applications  proceeding  either 
from— 

1st.  A  Protestant  clergyman  and  Human  Catholic  clergyman 
conjointly. 

2ndly.  A  clergyman  of  one  denomination  and  a  certain  num- 
ber of  laymen  of  the  other. 

3fdly.   Laymen  pf  both  denominations. 

To  come  nearer  home  touching  tliis  topic  of  educa- 
tion, I  would  beg  to  enquire  who  have  supported,  and 
who  have  Generally  been  indifferent  to,  jf  they  have 
not  indirectly  opposed,  the  Mechanics'  Institution  in 
Sheffield  ?  A  Catholic  was  actively  engaged  in  its  first 
establishment, — a  Catholic  nobleman  was  its  principal 
donor,  and  a  Catholic  Priest  is  now  one  of  its  man- 
aging committee.  Though  the  Established  Clergy  rather 
discoursed  it  than  otherwise,    I    have  great  pleasure  in 
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•vowing  that  it  has  now   one   Clergyman   of  the   Kstab. 
lishment  upon  the  list  of  its  subscribers. 

It  is  true  that  religious  instruction  is  not  given  at 
this  Institution,  because  separate  instruction  in  all  the 
different  prevailing  religions  could  not  be  given.  I  once, 
indeed,  proposed  that  the  rooms  of  the  Institution  should, 
on  Sundays,  be  at  the  service  of  any  clergyman  who 
might  wish  to  use  them  for  the  purpose  of  giving  re- 
ligious instruction  to  any  of  the  members  ;  but  though 
its  object  was  approved,  this  plan  was  negatived,  because 
it  was  thought  that  it  might  lead  to  practical  inconveni- 
ence and  dispute.  It  is,  however,  of  course,  the  duty,  and 
it  is  presumed  that  the  Clergy  of  each  religious  persua- 
sion do  actually  communicate  religious  instruction  to  all 
who  are  willing  to  receive  it  from  them,  and  if  the  Me- 
chanics' Institution  does  not  communicate  religious  know- 
ledge, it  surely  cmollit  mores  nee  sinit  esseferos,  and  fits 
and  disposes  the  mind  to  receive  and  appreciate,  not  only 
general,  but  also  religious  truths. 

Another  local  circumstance  connected  with  this  subject 
I  will  venture  to  notice.  A  Catholic  school  is  built  in 
Sheffield,  and  a  Clergyman  of  the  establishment,  in  a 
pamphlet,  enquires  whether  "  the  Protestants  of  Sheffield 
will  allow  it?"  And  then  within  a' week  or  two  after- 
wards, within  sight  of  that  very  school  which  the  Catholics 
have  built  for  the  purpose  of  daily  instruction,  but  which 
the  Established  Clergyman  asks  the  lYotestants  of  Sheffield 
not  to  allow,  a  Deputy  of  the  British-  Reformation  Society 
charges  Catholics  with  being  opposed  to  education. 

Something  was  said  of  the  impropriety  of  the  Catholic 
Priests  in  Ireland  employing  themselves  in  affairs  hot 
religious,  such  as  elections  and  other  political  matters,- 
but,  bearing  in  mind  the  events  of  the  recent  election 
for  the  West  Riding,  and  who  were  the  most  active  can- 
vassers for  Mr.  Wortley  in  the  country  parishes,  it  would 
have  been  prudent  to  have  touched  very  tenderly  indeed 
on  this  topic. 

The  exclusive  dealing  practised  in  Ireland  was  also 
spoken  of.  It  unfortunately  happens  that  exclusive 
dealing  does  prevail  amongst  both  Catholics  and  Pro- 
testants in  some  parts  of  Ireland,  and  abhorring  such  a 
system  most  sincerely,  I  greatly  regret  to  add,  that  it  seems 
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likely  to  continue  so  loug  as  the  minority  in  that  conn- 
try  strive  to  maintain  an  unnatural  ascendancy  over 
the  majority. 

The  Rev,  Mr.  Farish,  in  the  evening,  read  some  ex- 
tracts from  a  pamphlet  published  in  some  part  of  Ire- 
land, which  I  understood  him  to  say  he  had  copied 
out  himself,  as  he  could  not  buy  one,  the  people  there 
taking  care  not  to  sell  a  copy  to  any  one  who  had  thr 
appearance  of intending  to  make  use  of  it  against  the 
Church.  I  have  heard  of  Irishmen  being  very  shrewd 
folks  j  but  how  an  Irish  shopkeeper  could  detect  from 
the  appearance  of  a  customer  who  stepped  into  his  shop 
to  buy  a  sixpenny  tract,  what  use  he  intended  to  make 
of  it,  it  passes  my  simplicity  to  conceive.  Mr.  Farish 
pronounced  that  the  extracts  he  read,  and,  indeed,  the 
general  contents  of  the  pamphlet,  were  "foolish  and 
abominable  stuff."  I  saw  no  great  reason  to  quarrel 
with  this  criticism,  but  if  permitted  at  that  meeting,  I 
should  have  called  upon  the  Rev  T.  D.  Gregg,  Curate 
of  St.  George's  Church,  to  produce  several  witnesses  to 
prove,  that  as  "  foolish  and  abominable  stuff"  is  published 
by  an  Established  Clergyman  in  Sheffield,  as  by  any 
Catholic  in  any  remote  district  in  Ireland.  I  am  indeed 
under  a  great  obligation  to  this  Rev  Gentleman,  for 
having  furnished  me  with  so  ready  a  retort,  when  the 
nonsense  of  an  ignorant  or  conceited  Catholic  writer  is 
thrown  in  my  teeth  ;  for  I  put  it  to  the  Protestant  reader 
whether  any  Catholic,  either  Priest,  Monk,  Nun,  Bigot, 
or  Fool,  could  ever,  by  any  possibility,  have  written  greater 
nonsense  than  appears  in  the  weekly  Witness  of  the  Uev. 
T.D.Gregg. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Farish  described  a  certain  Chapel  he  had 
seen  in  Ireland,  as  "  a  miserable  erection  P*  In  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  of  this  miserable  erection,  crowded 
with  poor  Catholics,  he  could  no  doubt  have  related  that 
there  was  a  substantially  built  Church,  elegant  perhaps 
in  its  architecture,  certainly  complete  in  every  desirable 
accommodation,  possessing  indeed  every  requisite  of  a 
place  of  worship — except  a  congregation!  If  the  Rev. 
Gentleman  reflects  that  the  minds  of  people  are  naturally 
led  to  enquire  why  the  Catholic  Chapel  was  such  a  miser- 
able  erection,  though  full,  whilst  its  Protestant  neighbour 
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woj  comfortable  and  empty,  he  will  see  the  expediency  oi 
omitting,  in  the  next  account  he  may  give  of  his  Tour  in 
Ireland,  all  mention  of  the  "  miserable  erections/'  in  which 
he  saw  Catholics  assembled  to  worship  God  according  to 
their  conscience. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Gregg  also  made  a  speech  of  some  length, 
but  the  only  Fact  I  recollect  his  mentioning  was,  that  he 
had  lately  seen  an  old  woman  very  drunk, — and  that  she 
was  a  Papist.  If  he  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  there 
was  the  connection  of  effect  and  cause  between  these  two 
circumstances,  why  did  he  mention  them  at  all  ?_' 

The  most  astounding  assertion  that  reached  my  ears  was 
that  of  Mr.  Wilson,  that  the  miseries  of  Ireland  were  owing 
to  Catholicism.  There  are  some  people  who  coolly  make 
such  an  assertion  as  this,  and  yet  expect  a  man  to  keep  his 
temper.  Did  not  England  destroy  the  trade  of  Ireland 
by  affixing  duties  on  Irish,  and  premiums  on  English,  ma- 
nufactures ?  Did  not  England  also  injure  the  agriculture 
of  Ireland  by  interfering  with  the  import  of  Irish  cattle 
into  this  country  ?  These  are  facts  which  may  be  ascer- 
tained on  reference  to  a  work  on  the  state  of  Ireland,  pub- 
lished some  thirty  [years  ago,  by  Mr.  Newenham,  an  Irish 
Protestant  gentleman.  Were  not  the  poor  Irish  Catho- 
lics still  further  driven  towards  starvation  by  forced  eccle- 
siastical exactions  ?  Did  not  a  Protestant  Legislature 
punish  them  for  educating  their  children  ?  And  after 
Protestant  laws  have  thus  made  them  wretched,  and  tried 
to  make  them  ignorant,  Protestants  stand  forward  and 
unblusbingly  declare  that  they  are  ignorant  and  wretched 
because  they  are  Catholics  ;  which,  in  one  sense,  is  cer- 
tainly correct,  for  if  they  had  not  been  Catholics  they 
would  not  have  been  the  victims  of  a  Protestant  ascen- 
dancy. Oh!  what  scenes  of  horror  does  not  the  mere 
mention  of  the  names  of  Skibbereen  and  Rathcormac 
present  before  the  mind  !  Though  impossible  to  approach 
the  reality,  it  were  easy  to  depict  these  scenes  in  strong 
colours,  because  I  could  readily  borrow  the  language  of 
others  ;  I  have  the  documents  before  me,  but,  though  I 
am  not  aw^are  that  the  Rev.  Gentlemen  who  took  a  part 
in  the  meeting  on  Friday  last,  are  entitled  to  so  much 
consideration,  I  will  stop  myself  on  the  very  threshold  of 
the  subject:,  because  I  do  not  wish  that  the  Clergy  of  the 


Establishment  iii  Sheffield,  should  incur  any  odium  on 
account  of  transactions  from  which  thev  would  recoil  with 
di?gust. 

But  what  was  the  object  of  the  meeting  ?  .  The  only 
motion  proposed,  was  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman, 
and  presuming  that  the  company  did  not  assemble  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  expressing   their  thanks  to  Dr.   Cor- 
bett,  what  was  the  real  object  ?     To  collect  money  to  help 
the    rich  Church   establishment    to  contend  aoainst   tho 
poor  Catholics?      The   Church  is   suffering  from  reple- 
tion, and  you  would  cure  her  by  further  feeding.      Tl 
as  absurd  as  the  story  of  the  man  who  jumped  overhead 
into  a  river,  in  order  to  escape  from  a  shower  of  rain.  'How 
can  the  agents  of  the  wealthiest  Church  in  Christendom, 
have  the  assurance  to  come  and  ask  for  collections  to  aid 
them  in  their  contest  with  the  Catholics,  who  have  to  con- 
tribute to  the  support  of  their  opponents,  as  well  as  to  main- 
tain their  own  clergy  ?  Let  them  thrust  the  begging  hex  into 
the  prebendal  stalls,  let  it  journey  from  one  rich  recroiy  hud 
deanery  to  another,  and  knock;  loudly  for  alms  at  the  'doors 
of  the  episcopal  palaces.  When  all  these  have  contributed  in 
dueproportion  to  their  means,  when  no  one  of  them  has 
more  left  than  what  may  be  an  adequate  compensation 
the  duties  rus  has  to 'perform,  then,  and  then  only,  let  them 
apply    to   the    people '  for  further   support.       Too   much 
wealth  has  been  the  busy  source v0'f  mischief  in  every  re- 
ligious community,  Catholic  Protestant.      The 
Church  of  England,  and  still  more  tne  Church  of  Ireland, 
are  at  present  grievously  afflicted  with  this  enervating  dis- 
ease.     And  in  my  humble  judgment,  (though  as  a  Catho- 
lic, I  maybe  foolish  to  say  so)  the  statements  made  by  the 
Deputies  of  the    Reformation    Society,  .ilarmmg 
progress  of  poor  but  zealous  Catholicism,  form' very  strong 
arguments   in   favour  of   an  efficient    Protestant 
Reform.  ' 

In  conclusion,  I  hope  that  1  have  rfeithtV said  nor  writ- 
ten any  tiling  which,  under  the  eireumstanees,  can  be  con- 
siders 

R.  i  (;. 
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